Risk Assessment: Leaders’ child under 4
This is a specific risk assessment to cover the attendance of the child of a Girls’ Brigade volunteer aged under 4. Please ensure the attendance of the young person is recorded on the register when present at meetings (including the specific times that she was present if not for the entire evening).

Volunteer(s) responsible for the care of the child when the parent/carer has responsibilities with the GB members:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

This risk assessment is in addition to the meeting night risk assessment. The following are specific measures to be put in place.

Identified Hazards and Control Measures
	Hazard/Risk
	Initial Risk
	Control Measures / Actions
	Final Risk
	Comments

	Child becomes a distraction for leaders/girls, so they do not pay attention to important information/instructions
	M
	When the child is at meeting takes part in age-appropriate activities to ensure that she is actively engaged and not distracting others.
	L
	

	Carrying child leading to trips, falls and injuries 
	M
	Members are not allowed to pick up/carry child.
Adults to only carry child where necessary. 
	L
	

	Illness of child during GB
	L
	Where possible parent/carer should be released from responsibilities to take the child home as soon as possible. If this is not possible, child should remain isolated with named responsible volunteer until it is possible for her to be taken home/collected. 
	L
	

	Illness of responsible volunteer so she cannot attend Girls’ Brigade and care for child.
	M
	If it is known that responsible leader will not be present due to illness, an alternative leader will be nominated to be responsible (if alternative arrangements cannot be made for her so that she does not need to attend GB). Those arrangements will be noted on the GB register so that there is a clear record of who took responsibility of the child that week. 
Special care will be given to ensuring adult to child ratios are maintained in such an instance. 
	M
	

	Toilet facilities for child 
	L
	Toileting facilities in a specific toilet to be used. Parent/carer or named responsible leader should accompany child to the toilet.  
	L
	Parent/carer should provide all items required, including spare clothes in case of need. 

	Lack of stimulation for child so becomes bored and disruptive
	L
	Parent/carer should provide ample activities and refreshments for the child whilst at GB, so that she can be occupied at all times. 
Parent/carer or named responsible adult knows where to find spare activities/toys in the venue. 
	L
	

	Lack of clarity in terms of parent/carer or named responsible adults’ responsibilities 
	M
	Establish between the parent/carer and named responsible adult who will be responsible for the safety of all GB members and leaders and who will be responsible for the child until the emergency is over.
	L
	

	Evacuation of the building with child and their equipment/belongings.
	M
	In the event of an emergency the priority should be to evacuate people rather than possessions and this applies to the child too. Toys/equipment etc. should, therefore, be left in situ in the case of an emergency evacuation unless there is time/sufficient people to safely remove these without causing unnecessary risk to others.  
	L
	All equipment for child should be brought or stored in a single bag/box to minimise the level of addition items in the building. 
 



Monitoring & Review
Review the risk assessment regularly as pregnancy progresses (each trimester). Update if duties, environment, or health conditions change. Maintain open dialogue with the volunteer.

Sign-Off
Team Leader Signature: ____________________________
Parent/Carer Signature: ____________________________
Date: ____________________________
